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Japan/Hungary

March–April 
Ingrid Fujiko Hemming/
The Budapest Concert

Orchestra

● Mr. John Bayless, pianist (Sep. 5)
● Russian Folk Ensembles “Primorye” & “Ryabina” (Sep. 6) 

— Photo A
● Seoul Performing Arts Company (Sep. 13)
● Delegation of Chaozhou, Guangdong Province, China (Sep. 16)
● Philippe Entremont and the Super World Orchestra (Sep. 21) 

— Photo B
● General Secretary Hans J. Vodsgaard of the Nordic-European

Academy (Sep. 27)
● President Jeong Jae-wal of Seoul Performing Arts Company

(Sep. 28)
● Delegation of Anhui Province, China (Oct. 9)
● Tina Krce, head of Department for International Cultural

Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Croatia (Oct. 10)

● National Folk Song and Dance Ensemble of Croatia “LADO” (Oct. 11)
● Mario Maglione and musicians of “Canzone” (Oct. 16)
● Tokyo Christian University students (Nov. 6)
● Rector Usman Chatib Warsa, University of Indonesia (Nov. 9)
● Children Vocal Ensemble “KYIV NIGHTINGALES” (Nov. 17) 

— Photo C
● Mayor Hideki Hara of Tokushima City (Nov. 17)
● Xinjiang Uygur Normal University (Nov. 21)
● Governor Moriyuki Kato of Ehime Prefecture (Nov. 22)
● Dr. Olivia F. De Leon, president of University of Rizal System, the

Philippines (Nov. 23) — Photo D
● Director-General Arak Sunghitakul, the Fine Arts Department of

Thailand‘s Ministry of Culture (Nov. 24)
● Zhejiang Provincial People‘s Association for Friendship with

Foreign Countries, China (Nov. 27)

A DCB

Japan

March
Kentaro Kawase



Coming Soon

Japan Performance by the “Miracle Pianist”

Ingrid Fujiko Hemming
During March and April, Ingrid
Fujiko V. Georgii-Hemming will be
performing in Japan together with
the Budapest Concert Orchestra,
under the baton of conductor
Tamas Gal.

Ms. Hemming had had a brilliant
career as a concert pianist. But her
life changed abruptly when she lost

her hearing. However, she then began a new career 
as a recording artist, and has had a series of major hits,
starting with her 1999 recording of “La Campanella.”
She remarks, “There are many pianists who are better
than me, but what I love most is giving music my own
interpretation.”

Through her music and activism, Ms. Hemming has
dedicated herself to various relief activities, including
raising funds to help the victims of the 9-11 terrorist
attacks in the United States, aiding refugees in
Afghanistan, and promoting animal rights. Her warm

music, imbued with humanity and with compassion for
all living things, continues to win her new fans. The
Budapest Concert Orchestra is one of Hungary’s leading
ensembles. The program for the upcoming concerts
will include Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1.

Since 1966, Min-On has sponsored music competi-
tions with the aim of discovering and helping launch
the careers of young musicians of outstanding talent.
For the Tokyo International Music Competition for
Conducting 2006, 117 musicians from 26 countries
and regions submitted required materials by the May
deadline. A review of submitted documents and
videos yielded a field of eight contestants from four
countries for the first preliminary round. The field was
further reduced to six conductors from four countries
for the second preliminary round. Finally, four
outstanding musicians from four countries faced off in
the finals on October 29. The event was viewed by

more than 1,200 spectators, and became a focus of
considerable interest and discussion.

The results were as follows: With first place not
awarded, Kentaro Kawase of Japan took top honors
with second place. In March 2007, Mr. Kawase will
perform debut concerts in Tokyo and Hyogo.

Born in 1984, Mr. Kawase is presently a senior at
the Tokyo College of Music, with a major in conducting.
During an interview following the competition, he
remarked, “Three years ago, I went to every event,
starting with the preliminaries–all the while hoping
that someday I would stand in this place.”

For the upcoming concert in Tokyo, Mr. Kawase
will perform with the Kanagawa Philharmonic
Orchestra, and in Hyogo he will conduct the 
Century Orchestra Osaka. He will be joined by soloist
Hiroshi Kigawa, also of the Tokyo College of Music,
on the French horn. We hope you will join us this
spring in celebrating the debut of this magnificent
young conductor who has so wholeheartedly 
and passionately dedicated himself to achieving 
his dreams.

A Music Competition to Discover the World’s Top Young Conductors

Debut Concert by Competition Winner

  MARCH 25 Tokyo   MARCH 29 Nishinomiya

Performance Schedule

  MARCH 28 Tokyo   APRIL 3 Nishinomiya

Performance Schedule

Tamas Gal

The Budapest Concert Orchestra



 Recent Events

To commemorate the
250th anniversary of
Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart’s birth, the
exhibition “Exploring
the Legacy of Mozart:
The Ebisawa Bin
Collection” was held

from September through December at the Min-On
Music Museum. 

The exhibition included musical scores written in
the artist’s hand, the certificate in the hand of the
Austrian monarch Maria Theresia von Hapsburg
presented when Mozart (1756–1791) was awarded 
a knighthood, and other rare items never before 
put on public display. It also introduces Mozart’s
activities in Vienna, including his feats as child prodigy,
during the height of the age of classical music, and
various elegies to Mozart that were gathered together 
for this special showing. Among the many events

commemorating the birth of this rare musical genius,
the exhibition was widely hailed as presenting 
a true-to-life image of the artist.

Lecture-concerts featuring performances on the
fortepiano “Anton Walter,” which was built in 
1795 and is part of Min-On’s classic piano collection,
were held in conjunction with the exhibition.

Exhibition Commemorating the 250th Anniversary of the Master’s Birth

Exploring the Legacy of Mozart

The symposium “Asia Now” <3>, sponsored by 
Min-On and the Watanabe Foundation for Music and
Culture, was held November 23, 2006, at the Tokyo
International Forum.

The first “Asia Now” Symposium, held in 2002,
featured a discussion on the present state of musical
performance in China, South Korea and Japan, and
on the possibilities for collaboration among artists in
these countries. At the second symposium in 2004,
participants discussed prospects for the continued
spread of Korean pop music in Japan and for 
the “liberation” of Japanese culture in South Korea,
where it had been officially banned since the

normalization or relations between the countries 
in 1965.

The panel for the recent symposium included
Surachai Sensri of GMM Grammy, Thailand’s largest
music and entertainment company; musician and
music producer Andrew Lum of Singapore; Hiroyuki
Yamanaka of NHK Enterprises in Japan; and visiting
professor Seiichi Tambata of Ritsumeikan University in
Kyoto, a leading analyst of Asia’s music and software
market, also of Japan. Participants discussed the
present state and direction of entertainment in the
ASEAN region. In the course of a lively exchange, they
covered such topics as the deep, common cultural
roots shared by ASEAN countries, the rapid spread of
musical culture in the region in recent years, and the
outlook for the future.

The following comments were offered by persons
attending the symposium: “I came to better
understand how Japan is culturally situated in Asia.”
“Although I am not very familiar with the music of 
the ASEAN region, I found the discussion most
stimulating.” “I came to realize how closely all of
these countries are related.” And “On the whole, 
I found it very interesting, especially the talk about 
the role of the media.”

Third Symposium Held

The State of Music in Southeast Asia

Panelists at the symposium
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On November 24, Mr. Arak
Sunghitakul, head of the
Fine Arts Department of
Thailand’s Ministry of
Culture, visited the Min-On
Culture Center in Tokyo,
together with members 

of the Royal Ballet, to present a letter of appreciation to
Min-On founder Daisaku Ikeda.

In making the presentation, Mr. Sunghitakul talked
about the importance of cultural exchange in international
society, remarking, “I feel that Dr. Ikeda’s insight that
cultural exchange builds bonds between people is
extremely important.” Commenting on Min-On’s activities
since 1984 to promote exchange with Thailand, the official
said, “I deeply appreciate the efforts that all you at Min-On
have made to promote friendship between our countries.”

2006 marks the 60th anniversary of His Majesty King

Bhumibol Adulyadej’s accession to the throne. As part of
the many commemorative events held in Japan and
Thailand to mark the occasion, in November Min-On
sponsored a concert introducing the legends of plumage
that have been transmitted among peoples of both
Thailand and Japan.

From the Fine Arts Department of Thailand’s Ministry of Culture to Min-On’s Founder

A Letter of Appreciation

Culture Department Head of Croatia

First Visit to Min-On Culture Center
On October 10, Tina Krce, head of the Department for
International Cultural Cooperation of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Croatia, visited the 
Min-On Culture Center with photographer Ivo Pervan and
painter Dragica Lončarič, to put the finishing touches on
the special exhibition, “Croatia and its Contemporary Artists,”
which opened the following day at the center. Ms. Krce
applauded the opening of this new door of friendship
between Croatia and Japan, saying, “I think culture is the
ultimate emissary for building solidarity and friendship
between people and countries.”

The following day, Ms. Krce attended the opening
together with Croatian Ambassador to Japan Drago

Štambuk. The exhibition, the first ever in Japan to provide 
a comprehensive introduction to the photography and 
art of Croatia, attracted a great deal of interest. It ran for
one month.

Coinciding with the showing, the National Folk Song
and Dance Ensemble of Coratia “LADO” delivered a tour
consisting of 25 performances in 21 cities across Japan.
This brings to 94 the number of countries and regions with
which Min-On has conducted cultural exchange. True to its
name, LADO, which means “world-traveling museum,”
thrilled audiences throughout the country with their
performances of traditional songs and dances, and with
their magnificent costumes.

At the presentation ceremony

Tape-cutting at the opening Croatian delegation enjoy the classic piano collection


