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The “Philip Koutev” Choir of Bulgaria to Perform in Japan
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Performances in Japan and Taiwan a Great Success
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Promoting Lasting Friendship

Madagascar
August-September

The World of
Madagascar Music
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® Ph.D. Hu Angang, professor & director of the Center for ® Ms. Uma Dogra, leader of Indian Classical Dance Kathak Troupe
China Study, the Tsinghua University, China (Dec. 7, 2006) (Jan. 26) —Photo D

® Mr. Mikhail Galuzin, charge d'affaires of the Russian Federation ® Lecturer Cui Xuesen, Liaoning Normal University, China (Feb. 1)
to Japan (Dec. 13, 2006) —Photo A ® Ph.D. Jung Jong-sub, president of the Dongju College, Republic

® Komite Nasional Pemuda Indonesia, Indonesia (Dec. 19, 2006) of Korea (Feb. 5)

® Ph.D. Shi Ning-zhong, president of the Northeast Normal ® Crew of China Central Televison, China (Feb. 8)
University, China (Dec. 19, 2006) — Photo B ® Dr. Andrzej Rottermund, director of the Royal Castle in Warsaw/

® Members of C-gal (Jan. 11) Dr. Jan Ostrowski, director of Krakow Palace Museum (Feb. 9)

® Performers of “Stylish Tango” (Jan. 15) ® President Chen Shupin, Guizhou University, China (Feb. 23)

® H.E. Dr. Mr. Borivoj Marojevic, ambassador of the Bosnia and
Herzegovina to Japan (Jan. 18) — Photo C
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Singing Voices That Pierce the Heavens and Resound in the Earth!

The “Philip Koutev” Choir of Bulgaria to Perform in Japan

During the months of
July and August, the
“Philip Koutev” Choir
of Bulgaria will be
giving a 20-city tour
of Japan.

"Philip Koutev,”
Bulgaria’s national folk choir and dance ensemble,
was founded in 1951 by the Bulgarian composer of
the same name. Using traditional instruments,
methods of vocal expression, dances and costumes,
and the forms and styles of authentic folk performing
arts, the group has distilled the essence of Bulgarian
dance. To date “Philip Koutev” has performed in
49 countries. Min-On introduced the same ensemble
to Japanese audience in 2005 as part of a production

involving multiple choirs and dance groups, at which
time it gave five performances in and around Tokyo.
Among all the groups visiting Japan at that time, the
upcoming production will spotlight the 25-member
“Philip Koutev” Choir.

The distinctive sounds
of women’s choirs known
as “Bulgarian voices”
come from unique
rhythms, harmonies and
polyphonies not usually
found in Western music.
This will be an incredibly
powerful and thrilling
performance that is not to
be missed.

Performance Schedule
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A Musical Voyage across Africa: Afloat in the Crossroads of the Indian Ocean

The World of Madagascar Music

During August and September, Min-On will bring to
Japan 20 musicians and dancers representing the wide
range of musical styles in Madagascar, for a nationwide
tour of 19 performances in 18 cities.

Madagascar, the fourth largest island in the world,
is a highly diverse country in terms both culture and
geography. Located in the Indian Ocean, it has received
strong influences from
Asia, Europe, the Arab
world and Africa, and has
highly distinctive regional
characteristics. The main
urban centers are situated
in the elevated region in
the center of Madagascar.
The western region of the
country is famous for rare
animals and plants, such
as lemurs and baobab

trees. Rice and other crops are
chiefly cultivated in the eastern
part of the island, which is famous
for vanilla bean production.

In the south, one encounters
expansive vistas reminiscent of
the wilds of Africa. And signs
of the influence of Islamic
culture are evident in the north. |

In addition to its highly :
diverse landscape and geography, Madagascar
possesses a multifaceted and rich culture that includes
many distinctive styles of music and dance.

The artists visiting Japan for this production will
wonderfully demonstrate this on stage through per-
formances of pieces ranging from ancient traditional
arts to modern danceable music. This promises to be
an unprecedented occasion for deep cultural exchange
between Japan and Madagascar.

Performance Schedule
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Tango Maestra Visits the Min-On Culture Center

Performances in Japan and Taiwan a Great Success

On January 15, prior
to the start of “Stylish
Tango,” the 38th
installment in the
Min-On Tango Series,
] the artists in the tour
il - A paid a visit to the
Min-On Culture Center. To mark the occasion,
Maestra Erica di Salvo made a presentation of a Tango
melody that she had composed for Min-On founder
Dr. lkeda. The Min-On Tango Series has contributed to
the popularization of Tango in Japan by introducing
Argentine Tango greats to Japanese audiences.

Ms. di Salvo, who in addition to being an orchestra
leader is a violinist, enjoys enormous popularity not
only at home in Argentina, but throughout South
America and in Europe, too. In a discussion with

Min-On president Hiroyasu
Kobayashi, she said: “To take
part in the Min-On Tango
Series is an inspiration to us.
| am very proud to be able to
be a part of your glorious
history."”

The tour consisted of
performances in 34 Japanese
cities and 4 cities in Taiwan,
for a total of 49 shows.
After the completion of the hugely successful tour,
Ms. di Salvo reflected, “I could see that the audience
members were intently listening to our music. And
they showed such appreciation in their applause
after each song. | sensed a genuine spirit of respect
for the artists.”

Youth Festivals Held in Kyoto and Osaka

International Student Music Festivals for Building Friendship

As in years past, in
2006 Min-On again
sponsored international
student music festivals
with the goal of
deepening understanding
and friendship among
youth through cultural exchange. Some 139 students
from 23 countries participated in a festival held at the
Kyoto Kaikan on November 26, and 131 students
from 23 countries took part in a festival held at the
International House Osaka on December 17.

A participant from Indonesia remarked, “This was
a wonderful opportunity to meet people from
different countries. | hope the Japanese guests
enjoyed our performances.” A Mexian student said,
"My friends and | could share Mexican dance and
culture. | just want to say thanks for this opportunity.”

And a Nepalese participant remarked, “This is how to
spread peace in the world—through the voices of all
people calling for peace. | hope that programs like this
continue in the future.”

Going forward, Min-On will continue working to
promote aesthetic education and cultural exchange
for young people through various enterprises.
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Young Emissaries of China-Japan Friendship Visit the Min-On Culture Center

Promoting Lasting Friendship

On January 11, the members of
C-gal, which had just arrived in
Japan for a concert tour, visited
the Min-On Culture Center.
Members of the Min-On
staff welcomed this Chinese
female pop group with a hearty applause.

In response to an explanation of Min-On’s founding
ideals and its achievements in promoting cultural exchange
with China, one of the musicians in the group said, “We will
definitely live up to your expectations to promote friendship

Director of the Warsaw Royal Castle Visits Min-On

between our countries by putting on a dynamite show.”
The 45-concert, 43-city tour opened on the 13th in
Matsudo. One member of the audience commented:
"It was fantastic! They were so powerful it left me feeling
energized. The show reminded me of the wonder of music,
which | had largely forgotten in the rush of daily life.
Although young, they are extremely talented. | was most
impressed.” Another said, “The grandeur of their music
nearly brought me to tears.”
Plans call for C-gal to make an encore tour of Japan
toward the end of the year.

Toward the Realization of a Lofty Ideal

Dr. Andrzej Rottermund, director of the Royal Castle in
Warsaw, and Director Jan Ostrowski of the Krakow Palace
Museum (Zamek Krélewski na Wewel) visited the Min-On
Culture Center on February 9.

Built in the 14th century, the Royal Castle in Warsaw
has long been a cultural, political and economic focal
point of Polish society. Krakow was Poland’s first capital,
and the city itself has been designated as a world
heritage site.

“It's very easy to talk about peace and cultural coopera-
tion, but putting such lofty ideals into practice is a daunting
task,” Dr. Rottermund remarked. “Min-On is truly to be
commended for its work to actualize this ideal.” He added
that he was impressed at how Min-On has so many supporters
throughout the country who share its ideals and goals.

The two visitors viewed with keen interest the exhibits
in the Min-On Music Museum and in Min-On’s musical
instrument collections.
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