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China

January–March 
(2007)

C-gal makes a Japan 
debut soon.

● Ms. Khunying Dhipavadee Meksawan, Permanent Secretary of
the Ministry of Culture of the Thailand (Jun. 1)

● China National Peking Opera Company (Jun. 3)
● Dr. Long Zohngzhi, President of Southwest University of Political

Science and Law, China (Jun. 4)
● Dr. Walter V. Wendler, Chancellor of Southern Illinois University,

Carbondale, USA (Jun. 5) — Photo A
● National Junior College of Singapore (Jun. 9)
● Dr. Wei Zhonglin, President of Shaoguan University, China (Jun. 15)
● Dr. Lee Kyun-Bum, President of Dongshin University, South Korea

(Jun. 16)
● The Radzimichy People’s Ensemble, the Republic of Belarus 

(Jun. 20) — Photo B

● Yuhua Secondary School of Singapore (Jun. 21)
● Dr. Sarah Wider, President of the Ralph Waldo Emerson Society

(Jul. 1) — Photo C
● Acoustic Guitar Trio, KOHALA with friends (Jul. 1)
● Dr. Thep Phongparnich, President of Maejo University, Thailand

(Jul. 2) — Photo D
● Efroni Choir, Israel (Jul. 11)
● Mr. Yury Mikhailovich Serebryakov, member of the National

Maritime Collegium of Russia (Aug. 4)
● H.E. Dr. Abdirashid Dulane Rafle, Ambassador of the Federal

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to Japan (Aug. 16)
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Coming Soon

Fusing Contemporary Music with Traditional Chinese Instruments

C-gal Japan Debut
The smash all-female music ensemble C-gal, which
performs modern music on traditional Chinese
instruments, will be touring Japan in January 2007.

C-gal was formed in 2004. Its albums have topped
the charts in Taiwan, and it also enjoys growing
popularity on the Chinese mainland, where it has
appeared on China Central Television. In November
2005, C-gal released its first album in Japan, “The Sky
Air.” In a testament to its popularity, a number of
songs from the album have been adopted as theme
music by television programs.

All members of the group are either current
students or graduates of leading Chinese
conservatories. There is a real buzz of excitement and
anticipation for C-gal’s Japan debut.

“Stylish Tango,” the next chapter in the Min-On
Tango Series, will be held over three months starting
in January 2007. While this is the 38th installment in
the series, it is the first to feature a Tango maestra.

Maestra Erica di Salvo occupies a unique position
in the world of Argentine Tango, which has very few
female stars. A violinist, she has been performing
Tango since 1980. In 1991, she formed the all-female
ensemble Las Tangeras. The group, renowned for its
elegance and rich powers of expression, has toured
cities throughout Latin America, North America and
Europe to high acclaim, and has won the praise of
Argentine Tango greats. In 1997, Ms. Di Salvo visited
Japan with the Orquesta Osvaldo Piro. The group
made a return visit for a National Day performance at
the Argentine Pavilion during Expo 2005 Aichi, which
it followed up with a world tour.

Erica di Salvo is also known for activities that
transcend different genres. In 1995, she joined forces
with Argentine rock superstar Charly Garcia for a tour
of the United States and to record an album.

At present, Ms. di Salvo serves as music director of
the Esquina Carlos Gardel, a prestigious Tango house,
where she herself also performs.

For the Japan engagements, the orchestra will be
accompanied by three dance couples, including Diana
& Carlos, who took top honors in the Stage Tango
category at the 2006 Buenos Aires Tango World
Championships.

Argentine Tango Maestra to Present Tango with Style

Min-On Tango Series <38> Stylish Tango

Gisela & Gaspar

Diana & Carlos
Orquestra Erica di Salvo

■ 46 performances in 44 cities through Japan is
scheduled.

■ 40 performances in 33 cities through Japan is
scheduled.

■ Please refer to the following HP for more detailes.
http://www.min-on.or.jp/tango2007/



 Recent Events

The Efroni Choir of Israel
visited Japan during the
months of July and August.
The Japan performances
began on July 12—the day
that fighting broke out

between Israel and Lebanon. The members of the
choir, though shaken by these events, took the stage
with a strong desire for peace.

Choir Director Maya Shavit remarked: “Nothing
can come of violence. This is something I have talked
about many times with the choir members—both as a
musician and as an educator. For these performances,
we added the piece “Dona nobis pacem” by the
Japanese composer Kou Matsushita. We hope to con-
vey a message of peace to people throughout Japan.”

In addition to songs expressing a yearning for
peace, the group performed a selection of classical
pieces, traditional songs of Israel, and songs from
Japan and around the world.

Transmitting a Heartfelt Prayer for World Peace through Songs

Efroni Choir of Israel Performs in Japan

The National Peking Opera Company delivered 67
performances of its production of The Romance of 
the Three Kingdoms: Zhuge Liang in 38 cities across
Japan, starting on June 6. The production—the
company’s first in Japan in four years—received high
acclaim. It portrays selected scenes from the Chinese
classic The Romance of the Three Kingdoms with a
focus on Zhuge Liang’s lifelong, selfless dedication to
his ideals. This was a new production that company
president Wu Jiang created especially for performance
in Japan.

In the battle at Wu Zhang Plain, which takes place
near the end Zhuge Liang’s life, the sense of complete
oneness between the scene on stage and the events

being depicted was so compelling that not
infrequently one could hear sobs from the audience.

Audience members gave the performance
resounding praise. One person reflected, “I was
deeply touched by Zhuge Liang’s way of life. This is
the first time I have ever felt so profoundly stirred by 
a stage performance.” Another said, “I feel really
elated to have met Zhuge Liang through Peking
Opera. I shed tears at Liang’s steadfast efforts to repay
his debt.” And, “This was my first experience of
Peking Opera, but I thought it was really wonderful.
Because of the subtitles, it was easy to understand
what was happening. I would like to view this
production again and again.”

Peking Opera Infused with a New Spirit

The National Peking Opera Company’s Interpretation of 
the Story of Zhuge Liang

Zhuge Liang (left) Finale

Israeli’s Efroni Choir
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A delegation of 59 students and faculty from the National
Junior College of Singapore visited the Min-On Culture
Center in Tokyo on June 9, and a group of 71 students and
faculty from the Yuhua Secondary School, also of
Singapore, visited Min-On on June 21.

The National Junior College is regarded as one of
Singapore’s leading schools, and its graduates are active in

all areas of society. The Yuhua Secondary School Concert
Band enters the national band competition each year, often
winning first place.

Students from the schools listened with great interest to
performances on Min-On’s classical pianos and steel drums
in the Min-On Music Museum.

Students from Singapore

Friendship Delegations Visit Min-On

News Flash
Min-On Music Museum Special Autumn Exhibition:
“Exploring the Legacy of Mozart”
The Min-On Music Museum will be holding a special exhibition commemorating
the 250th anniversary of Mozart’s birth from September 15 through
December 23.

The exhibition contextualizes Mozart’s great musical creations by pro-
viding insight into the various troubles the composer experienced as a child
prodigy and as a young man, and exploring the light and shadows of his
psyche. The exhibit includes many valuable materials, including musical
scores and personal letters in Mozart’s hand. This is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity that should not be missed.

From the State Duma of Russia

An Award of Appreciation to Min-On’s Founder
On August 4, Yury Mikhailovich
Serebryakov of the National
Maritime Collegium of Russia
visited the Min-On Culture
Center. Mr. Serebryakov
presented an award of
appreciation from the Russia’s

State Duma signed by Speaker Boris V. Gryziov,
commemorating the State Duma’s centennial, and a
certificate of honor from the National Maritime Collegium
to Min-On founder Daisaku Ikeda.

Since bringing the Novosibirsk State Academic Ballet to
Japan in 1966, Min-On has actively promoted cultural
exchange with Russia, sponsoring Japan performances by
groups including the St. Petersburg Camerata, and the
Moscow Opera and Ballet Theater for Children.

In making the presentations, Mr. Serebryakov said he
was delighted to have become acquainted with Min-On,
and was pleased to be able to present commendations to
the Min-On founder. He praised Mr. Ikeda’s dedication to
world peace, and expressed his hopes for Min-On’s
continued activities.


