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Min-On Hosts Two Cultural Lectures

Recent Events

Korea

September
Seoul Performing 

Arts Company

● Mr. Wu Jiang, President of China National Peking Opera
Company (Mar. 1)

● H.E. Dr. Alfredo Martiz Fuentes, Ambassador of the Republic of
Panama to Japan (Mar. 10) — Photo A

● The delegation of the National Musicians of China (Mar. 14)
● Dr. Zosimo Montemayor Battad, President of Pampanga

Agricultural College in Phillipine (Mar. 15)
● Mr. Ivan Ivančan, Artistic Director of the National Folk Song

and Dance Ensemble “LADO” of Croatia (Mar. 16)
● H.E. Dr. Emile Rwamasirabo, Ambassador of the Republic of

Rwanda to Japan (Mar. 22) — Photo B
● Ms. Shin Sun-hi, President of Korean National Theater 

(Mar. 24)
● Mr. d’Hauterives Arnaud, Louis, Alain, Perpetual Secretary of

Institut de France, Academy of Fine Arts (Mar. 27)

● Mr. Wang Yaozhong, Vice President of Hunan University in
China (Apr. 4)

● Mr. Chris McKenzie, Education Manager of Raukawa Trust Board
(Apr. 6)

● H. E. Dr. Kahtan Al-Syoufi, Ambassador of Syrian Arab Republic
to Japan (Apr. 11) — Photo C

● Dr. Mikael Aktor, Lecturer, University of Southern Denmark
(Apr. 19)

● Dr. Michael Zgurovski, Rector of National Technical University of
Ukraine (Apr. 28)

● Ms. Barbara Hendricks (May 8)
● Prof. Feng-Tsuen Chen, President of Tainan Woman’s College of

Arts and Technology (May 15)
● H. E. Dr. Baldwin Sipho Ngubane, Ambassador of Republic of

South Africa to Japan (May 16) — Photo D

A DCB

Croatia

October – 
November
The National Folk Song and
Dance Ensemble “LADO”



 Recent Events

As part of its activities 
to promote appreciation for
culture, the Min-On Music
Museum periodically holds
lectures. On March 4, 
Wu Jiang, President of the

China National Peking Opera Company, gave a talk
titled “The World of Peking Opera” in the Museum
Hall at the Min-On Culture Center. 

At the outset of his lecture, Mr. Wu described Peking
Opera as “China’s national opera.” Explaining the
enormous influence that Peking Opera has had on the
Chinese people, he characterized it as “an encyclopedia
for understanding all facets of China’s history and

culture.” “Even in times of economic hardship,
through Peking Opera people have been able to learn
about society, morality and the correct way to live,”
he said. Mr. Wu added, “The world of Peking Opera is
infinitely vast and extraordinarily rich; it is boundlessly
expansive.” In addition to the lecture, participants were
treated to a performance by a Peking Opera actors. 

On May 25, Conductor Tadaaki Otaka delivered 
a lecture titled “Classical Music from the Standpoint
of a Conductor.” The talk focused on the fascination
of classical music, and was followed by a lively
question-and-answer session. Through the lecture, 
the approximately 250 attendees deepened their
understanding of and appreciation for classical music.

“The World of Peking Opera” and “Classical Music from the Standpoint of a Conductor”

Min-On Hosts Two Cultural Lectures

Soprano Barbara Hendricks,
who was in Japan to give 
a series of concerts, visited
the Min-On Culture Center
on May 8.

In a discussion with 
Min-On President Hiroyasu Kobayashi, Ms. Hendricks
expressed the belief that music and art are indispensable
for human life, and are the foremost means to bring

about peace. In the course of an amiable discussion,
she also reminisced about Lord Yehudi Menuhin, 
the great violinist.

Through her stirring recitals or performances with
orchestras in Nagoya, Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka over
the next few days, Ms. Hendricks translated into
action her aspiration to develop peace through music,
eliciting a powerful response from the audience at
each venue.

Soprano Barbara Hendricks Visits Min-On

Music and Art Are Indispensable to Human Life

From “The World of Peking Opera”

Performance with Orchestration in Tokyo (May 14, Tokyo Bunka Kaikan) Recital in Tokyo (May 12, Orchard Hall)

From “Classical Music from the Standpoint of a Conductor”
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On March 27, 2006, Arnaud d’Hauterives, perpetual
secretary of the Academy of Fine Arts of the Institut de
France, visited the Min-On Culture Center in Tokyo. 

Mr. d’Hauterives remarked, “The efforts that Min-On is
putting into folk dance and folk music are really wonderful.
This is not elitism; for culture and art born from the people
have a universal message that appeals to all.” Applauding
Min-On’s activities to promote cultural exchange, he said: 
“I fully endorse the thinking of Min-On’s founder, who has
strived to create opportunities for many people to develop

bonds of friendship as human beings through art.”
Mr. d’Hauterives viewed Min-On’s classic piano and

musical instrument collections, and also toured the library
of the Music Museum.

Party from the French Academy of Fine Arts Visits Min-On

Art Is a Force for Peace

News Flash
Min-On to Release New CD!
“Min-On Piano History” A Collection of Masterpieces Performed on Four Keyboard Instruments

Min-On has compiled a CD of recordings of performances by Shin-ichiro Nakano and Takehiko
Yamada, both world-renowned Japanese harpsichordists, on four keyboard instruments in 
the collection of the Min-On Music Museum. Through these recordings, one can experience
the unique character of the 16th-century “Pisa” Harpsichord, the 17th-century “Bologna”
Harpsichord, the 18th-century Fortepiano “Anton Walter,” and the 19th-century Fortepiano
“Erard.” The CD offers the rare opportunity to enjoy a wondrous intersection transcending
time and space of musical instruments representing different ages with modern masterpieces.

The CD is now on sale.
Price: 2500 yen (tax included)

Eight Years of Transmitting Culture

Visitors to the Min-On Culture Center Top One Million
On March 7, 2006, the Min-On Culture Center welcomed
its one millionth visitor–a resident of Tokyo’s Suginami
ward who was at the center to view the special exhibit,
“The Heroes of Sangouzhi-Music and Theater Costumes of
the Peking Opera.” In her surprise upon being lavishly
welcomed, the lucky patron expressed delight and com-
mented that she always greatly enjoyed Min-On’s concerts.
She was presented with a bouquet, and commemorative
photos were taken. 

The Min-On Culture Center has now been open for 
8 years and 10 months. Going forward, Min-On will continue
striving to transmit culture with the goal of becoming 
a palace of music that is loved by all.



Coming Soon

Transmitting the Hues of Traditional Korean Culture

Seoul Performing Arts Company
The Seoul Performing Arts Company of South Korea
will visit Japan at Min-On’s invitation in September.

Founded in 1986, the group has represented 
South Korea at many official events, including the
opening ceremony of the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games,

and during the 2002 FIFA World Cup Korea/Japan.
For the upcoming Japan tour, its fourth at Min-On’s

invitation, the ensemble will perform a dance
incorporating large fans to represent butterflies in
flight and elegant flowers opening, a graceful dance
to the accompaniment of a rhythm beat on large
drums, lively dances depicting the lives of farmers,
and other pieces representative of traditional Korean
performing arts.

The National Folk Song and
Dance Ensemble “LADO” of
the Republic of Croatia will give
25 performances in 21 cities
across Japan during October
and November. This will bring
to 94 the number of countries
with which Min-On has
conducted cultural exchange.

LADO, established in 1949, is a national folk song
and dance ensemble that is affiliated with the
Croatian Ministry of Culture. Ensemble members not
only dance, but they are masters of traditional choral
methods. The group is a gathering of artists of
outstanding ability, one more brilliant than the next.
Its broad repertoire consists of more than 100 dances,
several hundred songs, and performances on
traditional musical instruments.

For the upcoming Japan production, the group will
perform music on many kinds of musical instruments
native to the Istra Peninsula, which includes the three
countries of Croatia, Slovenia and Italy; complex and
dynamic dances from the Pannonia region; circle
dances of the mountainous regions; dances from the

isles of the Adriatic, in which the dancers are ringed
by a circle of musicians; folk dances and choral music
of different regions of Croatia. All works will be per-
formed in their original and complete forms. In addition,
the artists will be clad in costumes with a tradition of
more than 100 years. The group’s vaunted collection
of clothing is such that one can view on the LADO
stage even items that one cannot see at the national
museum. This unprecedented production is truly 
an opportunity not to be missed.

  OCTOBER

13 Sagamihara

16 Sendai

17 Ohmiya

18 Tokyo

19 Yokohama

22 Chiba

23 Gumma

24 Niigata

26 Nagoya

27 Kyoto

30 Kobe

31 Okayama

  NOVEMBER

1 Ehime

3 Miyakonojo

5 Kumamoto

6 Kitakyushu

7 Fukuoka

8 Hiroshima

Performance Schedule

10 Utsunomiya

13 Sapporo

14 Asahikawa

Performance Schedule

  SEPTEMBER

14 Tokyo

15 Sukagawa

16 Iwaki

17 Nihonmatsu

19 Morioka

20 Shimokita

21 Hachinohe

22 Sendai

24 Ohsaki

25 Murayama

26 Sakata

28 Ohdate

29 Aomori

Premier Song and Dance Ensemble from a Land of History and Tradition

The National Folk Song and Dance Ensemble “LADO” of Croatia


