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June – July
“The Radzimichy”
Peaple’s Ensemble

● Borealis Ensemble (Dec. 9, 2005) — Photo A
●Mr. Phornsake Karnchanachari, Vice Minister, Ministry of Culture,

Kingdom of Thailand (Dec. 11, 2005) — Photo B
●Mr. Viktor G.Shevchenko, President of the Russian Federation

Academy of Security, Defense and Law Enforcement 
(Dec. 20, 2005)

● Dr. Hsin-Hisung Chang, President of Southern Taiwan
University of Technology, Taiwan (Jan. 10) — Photo C

●Mr. Vladimir E. Tretyakov, Rector of Ural State University,
Russian Federation (Jan. 22)

● H.E. Dr. Drago S̆tambuk, ambassador to Japan, Republic of
Croatia (Jan. 31)

● Dr. Bountiem Phissamay, Laos’s Minister to the Prime Minister’s
Office and President of the Science, Technology and
Environment Agency, Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Feb. 8)

● H.E. Dr. Koang Tutlam Dung, ambassador to Japan, Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (Feb. 10)

● Performers of Buenos Tango (Feb. 13) — Photo D
●Mr. Jing Dunquan, Vice Deputy Chairman of China-Japan

Friendship Association (Feb. 17)
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France

September
Philippe Entremont



Coming Soon

Min-On Opens Exchange with 93rd country: The Republic of Belarus

Min-On Invites “The Radzimichy” People’s Ensemble to Japan
The Republic of Belarus occupies an important
position linking Europe and Russia and has flourished
as a center of commercial activity. The many
prominent artists from Belarus include the painter
Marc Chagall. In addition to vast forests and rich
natural resources, Belarus also has many beautiful
cities whose streets are lined with elegant buildings. 

From the lovely Republic of Belarus, the 93rd
country with which Min-On has conducted exchange,
“The Radzimichy” People’s Ensemble will be visiting
Japan during June and July to give a series of per-
formances in the Tokyo metropolitan area. 

In the 27 years since its founding in 1979, 
“The Radzimichy” has given 1,300 concerts. 
This celebrated ensemble has appeared throughout
the world in countries including Russia, Germany,

Poland, Bulgaria, Italy, Canada and South Korea. 
It has also appeared to high acclaim in many
international festivals. 

The artists, clad in brightly-colored folk costumes,
will perform folksongs of Belarus with the luminous
accompaniment of folk instruments. They will also
perform a number of Japanese songs with their rich
and vibrant voices. This promises to be an event not
to be missed.

2006 marks the 250th anniver-
sary of the birth of Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart. As a special
tribute to this musical genius,
Min-On will proudly present 
a series of concerts by Philippe
Entremont and the Super
World Orchestra (31 persons)
in Japan this September. 

At 15, Philippe Entremont
graduated in piano studies

from the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique
et de Danse de Paris. And at 18, he won first place in
the Marguerite Long-Jacques Thibaud Competition.
While continuing his activities as a pianist, since 
the late 1960s he has also developed his talent 
as a conductor. In that capacity, he has appeared

together with noted orchestras, making a name 
for himself as a specialist in Mozart. In recent years,
he has served as principal conductor of the Israel
Chamber Orchestra and as laureate conductor of the
Wiener Kammerorchester. For the upcoming concerts,
Entremont will be appearing as both pianist and
conductor, performing Mozart’s Piano Concerto 
No. 20 K. 466. 

The Super World Orchestra is composed of leading
musicians from orchestras in Europe and America. 

This elegant concert will be the ideal way to mark
this year of Mozart.

  SEPTEMBER

24 Tokyo

26 Nagoya

27 Fukuoka

29 Kitakyushu

30 Kobe

Performance Schedule

Performance Schedule

  JUNE

19 Tokyo

21 Koshigaya

22 Chiba

23 Saitama

26 Takasaki

29 Matsudo

30 Kimitsu

  JULY

1 Sagamihara

4 Kashiwa

5 Kasukabe

6 Kawasaki

7 Nagano

Philippe Entremont & the Super World Orchestra

Commemorating the 250th Anniversary of Mozart’s Birth
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 Recent Events
Participants Master the Basic Steps in an Afternoon!

Introduction to Tango Workshop

On January 1, 2006, the Min-On Music Museum put
several new instruments in its collection of classical
keyboard instruments on public display. 

The “Pisa” Harpsichord is a harpsichord with 
a three-and-a-half-octave range that was made in
either Pisa or Florence, Italy, between 1580 and 1600.
As such, it predates the invention of the piano. 

The “Bologna” Harpsichord was made in Bologna
around 1680. It has a range of four and one-third
octaves. The surfaces are adorned with Venetian
images and the legs are carved in the Rococo style. 

Manufactured in 1899, the Grand Piano Erard 
is an elegant grand piano in the style of Louis XIV.
Nick-named the “Dame of Piano,” the exterior is
painted a beautiful cream color. 

Min-On also put on display a Steinway-Welte
Upright Automatic-reproducing Piano (made in 
1912). These four keyboard instruments were
displayed together with six fortepianos, two square
pianos, and two modern pianos for an exhibition 
on keyboard instruments spanning four centuries,
16th to 20th.

The Full Scope of the History of 400 Years of Keyboard Instruments

New Keyboard Instruments Put on Display

On December 2 and 9,
2005, an “Introduction to
Tango Workshop” was
held at the Min-On Culture
Center’s Museum Hall,
with more than 200
people of all ages and
backgrounds participating.

The workshop, with
the purpose of building
interest in Tango, began
with a video introducing

the history of Tango and its variations. After that, 
the instructors gave a Tango dance lesson and per-
formance. The workshop was led by the champion
dance couple Gisela & Gaspar, who took first place 
at the 2003 Buenos Aires Tango World Championship.
In the course of the 1-hour lesson, they helped all
participants master the basic steps of tango; and by
the end of the session, the hall was filled with a
Milonga-like atmosphere. At the end, the couple delivered
a breath-taking performance to thunderous applause. 

Similar workshops were also held in Obihiro,
Kooriyama, and Kyoto.

Steinway–Welte Upright Piano

Grand Piano Erard

“Pisa” Harpsichord

“Bologna” Harpsichord



Dr. Bountiem Phissamay, Laos’s Minister to the Prime
Minister’s Office and President of Science, Technology and
Environment Agency, visited the 
Min-On Culture Center on February 8.

Laos is a landlocked country that
shares borders with China, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Thailand, and Myanmar.
In recent years, Laos has adopted a
policy of economic liberalization, and
a new era is unfolding for the country.

In a discussion with Min-On
President Kobayashi, the dignitary,

referring to his experience in having grown up during 
a long period of war, talked about the importance of activities

for peace, friendship and goodwill.
“We need to gather together the
power and wisdom of humankind and
accomplish world peace without fail,”
he said.

Relating that the people of Laos
love music and dance, the official
said he hoped this visit would mark a
first step toward expanded friendship
between their countries. 
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On January 31, Ambassador Drago
S̆tambuk of the Republic of Croatia
visited the Min-On Culture Center in
Tokyo. Dr. S̆tambuk has previously
served as his country’s ambassador to
the United Kingdom, India, and
Egypt, and as Secretary of Culture,
Science and Education. He assumed
his present post in December 2005. 

In a discussion with Min-On
President Hiroyasu Kobayashi, the
diplomat remarked, “Human love and emotion are
expressed through culture. Culture could be described 
as a mirror that reflects the spirit. Through culture, we can
perhaps come to understand one another’s soul.” Expressing
his deep commitment to cultural exchange, Dr. S̆tambuk
affirmed the need for people throughout the world to

recognize the power and depth 
of culture. Saying he had been
greatly impressed and inspired by
reading the dialogue between 
Min-On founder Daisaku Ikeda and
British historian Arnold Toynbee, 
he expressed heartfelt support for 
Dr. Ikeda’s efforts to develop cultural
exchange as a concrete means of
realizing world peace. 

This October, Min-On will 
be bringing the National Folk Dance Ensemble of 
Croatia “LADO” to Japan. Croatia will be the 94th 
country with which Min-On has developed exchange.
Ambassador S̆tambuk said he hoped these concerts would
provide an opportunity to deepen friendship between 
their countries.

Deepening Mutual Understanding through Cultural Exchange

Croatian Ambassador Visits Min-On

From Laos, the Country of Advance

Laotian Minister Visits Min-On

News Flash Special Exhibition “THE HEROES OF SANGOUZHI-Music
and Theater Costumes of the Peking Opera”
The Min-On Music Museum holds a Special Exhibition “THE HEROES OF
SANGOUZHI- Music and Theater Costumes of the Peking Opera.” Exhibited
are ten exquisite outfits of the heroes of the masterpiece Sanguazhi - Zhunge
Liang, Liu Bei, Cao Cao and others, the colorful make-up which portrays their
character and personality along with instruments used in the Peking Opera.

Exhibition Dates: March 3 (Fri.) – May 14 (Sun.) at Min-On Music Museum

Organized by: Min-On Music Museum, China National Peking Opera Company
Supported by: Embassy of the People's Republic of China (Culture Department)
With the Cooperation of: Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries


